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The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good
understanding. His praise endures forever!
Psalm 111:10 ESV
In our world, things have a beginning and an end. Only God is eternal, without beginning. Wisdom, which is
like intelligence but has more to do with practical living skills, is not something we are born with. It has a
beginning. We usually say wisdom comes with experience, and that’s true as far as it goes; but its birthplace,
its source, is what the Jews called “the fear of the Lord.” (We call it Christian Faith.)
This fear isn’t a phobia, the way we usually think of such things. A phobia is fear of something regardless of
whether there is any actual danger. But the fear-of-the-Lord kind of fear is:
a healthy respect that makes us feel AWE when we are in a RIGHT relationship with its object,
and feel DREAD and discomfort when we are in a WRONG relationship to it.
If you are standing on a visitor platform at Niagara Falls, behind the fence where you’re supposed to be, it
produces a feeling of awe; not the panic-attack feeling you would have if you were in an unsafe place in
relation to its mighty power, say, balancing on top of a slippery rock only inches away from the torrent.
That’s why the fear of the Lord—the good, safe kind—is only possible through faith in Jesus. He Himself
talked about prioritizing our fears in Matthew chapter 10:
26
Have no fear of them [people who will persecute you], for nothing is covered that will not be revealed,
or hidden that will not be known… 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
Yes, fear God, because you are a sinner! But faith sees in Jesus the solution to that: the perfect “Rock of Ages,
cleft for you,” in which you can hide yourself from God’s just anger at your sin. Situated thus, saved and
therefore safe, our dread transforms into a respect and gratitude that includes an awe-filled recognition of His
power, grateful that such power has been turned to our benefit, a mighty fortress instead of a threatening anger.
This is not just a New Testament idea. Listen to Psalm 130:3-4—
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
This right relationship with God, by faith in the person and work of Jesus, becomes a solid foundation from
which wisdom can grow. Not just “spiritual wisdom” about religion, but a foundation for any kind of wisdom.
You can learn your ABCs, or the Pythagorean Theorem, or how to find Madagascar on a globe, without faith
in Jesus. But that will be knowledge without wisdom, without a practical base because important information
is missing! What good is it to know such things, if you don’t know how to think of yourself? Or don’t know
what to think of God? Or have wrong ideas about your importance and significance in this world? Or have
goofed-up priorities, loving things and using people, instead of the other way around?
It’s back-to-school time. Let it be also for us a back-to-God time through faith in Jesus, “who became to us
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30).
~Pastor Fremer

